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lack of transparency and broken
promises are what Canadlans and
Quebecers have had to deal with
from.the Conservative Party since
the Parliamentary session began on April 13,

Bloc-Quebecois MPs claim. Marc-Auréle Fortin: -

MP Serge Ménard, accompamed by his Laval

colleagues Nicole Demers arid Robert Car-

| rier, met with reporters ¢n.June 29 to share
' his impressions of the lst session of the 39th
Parliament.

Ménard explained | that the Tory government
has mastered the art of preténding, “They pre-
tend to'be tough with criminals, but they re-

| move the gun registry;’ he said. “They pretend
to be concerned with the environment, but

' they back away from the Kyoto.Protocol” He
added that the Tories lack transparency and
that their true agenda s fnghtemng and wou]d
scare most Quebecers

. The government’s lack of. transparency
is evident through Prime Minister Stephen
Harper’s decision to boycott some media, to
extend Canada’s mission in Afghanistan and
to increas military spendmg by $15 billion.
Ménard explained that he would have liked
to see three conditions before approving the
extension of the mission in Afghanistan: to
whom prisoners would be confided, the respect
of the treaty for land mines and & sericus ef-
fort to ehmmate civilian deaths. “However, thie

government decided to renew the mission in
Afghanistan without respecting any of the con-
ditions we were asking for;” Ménard explamed
‘The government is very able, but is their gov-
ernance good for Canadians or Quebecers?
We don’t think so” ‘

Tories duped Canadlans on )
Kyoto, imbalance -

The federal government’s decision to back

- away from the Kyoto Protocol was another
deceiving factor according to the Bloc, Ménard

- deplored the fact that the Conservatives cam-
i paigned heavily on environment and have yet

Menam wmps up Parlz
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Protocol-and they have destroyed the entire
plan set forth by the Liberals, he explained. He
also expressed their dixsdam atthe government’s
refusal to offer money to the Quebec Liberals,
who have decided to go ahead with the Kyoto
Protocol, pointing out that the provmce s ef-
forts in the past years have helped reduced

Canada's greenhouse gas emissions. Ménard -
,-also mentioned that Harper does not seemto
realize that Quebecers are deeply concerned

by the environment, even though the Coali-
tion Sauvons Kyoto emerged in Quebec and
obtained more than'30,000 signatures prov-
ince wide. “Due to the federal government’s
attitude towards Kyoto, Quebec and Canada
keep backing away from their ob)ectwes Thls
is unacceptable;’ he said.

Despite their criticism of the Conservatwe
Party, the Bloc Quebecois was the key player
when it suppotted and voted for the first Tory
budget. The Bloc allowed the budget to pass.
due mamly to PM Harper s promise tosetup a

deadline to solve the fiscal imbalance. However, -

Meénard and his colleagues point-out that the

imbalance was widened when Harper decided |
to break the daycare deal with the province ;

set forth by the former Liberal government.
“Despite what Harper says, this problem is not

less important today and the Conservatives .
should keep their promise to solve the ﬁscal '

zmbalance as. early as 2007” he sard

Tories scarler than Grlts. ‘
Menard

Although the Blocwas crmcal ofthe federai

+ Liberals during the sponsorship scandal, the
_ party does not believe that the Tories are do-

ing a better job. The Consérvatives show less

 transparency in their decmxon—makmg policies

than the Liberals, Ménard and his colleagues
said: “The Conservetw_es are scarier than the
Liberals, they're not only borrowing America’s

tences, adding that the: crime
down significantly sirice the gun registry was

introduced in the mid-90s. Ménard explained

that a national gun registry is the best way to
fight crime and that it should be left intact.
“Since 1991, there has been a 51 per ceiit reduc-
tion inarmed robberies, so statistics show that -

-it has done a huge dlﬁ'erence in this country
he concluded \

solutions to problems, but the worst solutions,’

M¢nard said in regards.to the Tories’ plan to



